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Incoming Grade 11 Materials 
*Standard: Read The Bean Trees and complete the attached assignment.  A modified 
assignment is included for students identified by the Special Education Department. 

*Advanced: Read The Bean Trees and complete the attached assignment AND read Flight and 
complete the attached assignment. 

*AP Literature and Composition: Please complete the attached assignment from Mr. 
Chekares.  You ARE NOT required to read The Bean Trees or Flight. 
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GRADE 11 SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 

THE BEAN TREES 
 
Your summer reading assignment this year is to make a Literary Device            
Journal while reading The Bean Trees. Please follow the directions below           
when writing your journal. Your journal is due the first day of class and you               
will have a test on The Bean Trees in the first few days of school. Read the                 
book and follow the journal directions carefully. 
 

The Bean Trees  
Literary Device Journal 

 
INTRODUCTION: During your reading of The Bean Trees by Barbara          
Kingslover, you will create a reading journal to demonstrate your knowledge of            
literary devices and your ability to analyze text. Throughout your reading, you will             
need to collect ten (10) meaningful passages exemplifying one of each of the             
following literary devices. 
 

simile irony metaphor/extended metaphor  
hyperbole personification onomatopoeia 
allusion symbol idiom 
parable 

 
TASK:  

1. Record each direct quotation and be SURE to properly cite each direct 
 

2. Draft a two-paragraph analysis explaining the significance of the direct          
quotation. Within your analysis, you are expected to quote smaller          
fragments from the direct quotation. In the first paragraph, you should focus            
on clarifying the relationship between the direct quotation and the plot of the             
novel. In the second paragraph, you should focus on analyzing the specific            
language.  You may choose to focus on: 

 
a. Word choice d.  static/dynamic characters  
b. Mood/tone e.  characterization 
c. Theme f.  connotation/denotation 
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3. After you have recorded all of your direct quotations and drafted each            
two-paragraph analysis, you will need to revise, edit and proofread all of            
your work before typing each journal entry.  Each journal entry must be: 
 

a. 12 pt. font,  Times New Roman 
b. 1 inch margins 
c. NO LESS than ¾ of a page 

 
         NOTE:  Use the following headers to organize each journal entry:  

 
● Literary Device:  (simile, metaphor, etc) 
● Direct Quotation: (full excerpt from the novel with MLA         

citation) 
● Analysis:  (two-paragraph analysis described above) 
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Sample Literary Device Journal Entry 
 
Literary Device:  Hyperbole 
 
Direct Quotation: “Lou Ann was banging pot lids to wake the           
dead.” (Kingsolver 110) 
 
Analysis: 
 
This is one of the numerous examples of hyperbole spoken by           
Taylor, formerly known as Marietta, the protagonist in The Bean          
Trees. Kingsolver is exaggerating the noise of the utensils         
banging on the pot lids for the reader’s enjoyment. 
 
Kingsolver uses this technique to assist in the imagery of the           
scene. In this section, Taylor is in the kitchen with Lou Ann,            
Dwayne Ray and Turtle. The writer is trying to develop the           
setting to help to set the mood for the reader. Taylor responded            
to Lou Ann’s add in search of a roommate and has recently            
moved in. 
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GRADE 11 SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT – The Bean Trees 

Your summer reading assignment this year is to make a Literary Device Journal while reading The Bean 
Trees.  Please follow the directions below when writing your journal. Your journal is due the first few 
days of school.  Read the book and follow the journal directions carefully. 

The Bean Trees - Literary Device Journal 

INTRODUCTION:  During your reading of The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingslover, you will create a 
reading journal to demonstrate your knowledge of literary devices and your ability to analyze text. 
Throughout your reading, you will need to collect ten (10) meaningful passages showing one of each of 
the following literary devices.  

1.  simile 2.   irony 3.  metaphor/extended metaphor 
4. hyperbole 5.   personification 6.  onomatopoeia 
7. allusion 8.   symbol 9. idiom 
10. parable 

Task:  

1. Record each direct quotation and be SURE to properly cite each.  Refer to the sample on the 
back of this page. 

2.  Draft a two-paragraph analysis explaining the importance of the direct quotation.  Within your 
analysis, you are expected to quote smaller fragments from the direct quotation.  In the first 
paragraph, you should focus on explaining the relationship between the direct quotation and the plot 
of the novel.   In the second paragraph, you should focus on analyzing the specific language.  You 
may choose to focus on: 

      word choice static/dynamic characters mood/tone 

characterization connotation/denotation theme 

3.  After you have recorded all of your direct quotations and drafted each two-paragraph analysis, you 
will need to revise, edit and proofread all of your work before typing each journal entry.  Each 
journal entry must be: 

12 pt. font, Times New Roman 1 inch margins ½ of page per entry 

NOTE:  Use the following headers to organize each journal entry: 

Literary Device:  (simile, metaphor, etc) 

Direct Quotation: (full excerpt from the novel with MLA citation) 

Analysis:  (two-paragraph analysis described above in #2) 
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Sample Literary Device Journal Entry 
Literary Device:  Hyperbole 

Direct Quotation:  “Lou Ann was banging pot lids to wake the dead.” (Kingsolver 110) 

Analysis: 

     This is one of the numerous examples of hyperbole spoken by Taylor, formerly known as 
Marietta, the protagonist in The Bean Trees.  Kingsolver uses hyperbole to allow the characters 
to come alive for the reader.  Kingsolver is exaggerating the noise of the utensils banging on the 
pot lids for the reader’s enjoyment.  

       Kingsolver uses this technique to assist in the imagery of the scene.  In this section, Taylor is 
in the kitchen with Lou Ann, Dwayne Ray and Turtle.  The writer is trying to develop the setting 
to help to set the mood for the reader.  Taylor responded to Lou Ann’s ad in search of a 
roommate and has recently moved in.  
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Literary Devices 

Device Definition Example 

Simile  Comparing 2 unlike 
things using like or as 

Her room is like a pig 
sty. 

Metaphor Direct comparison of 2 
unlike things 

His room is a pig sty. 

Irony Difference between 
what we expect to 
happen and what 
actually happens 

When you get a high 
grade on a test you did 
not study for 

Hyperbole The truth is exaggerated I’m so hungry I could 
eat a horse. 

Personification Using human qualities to 
describe an object, 
animal or idea. 

The sun winked at me. 

Onomatopoeia Words that sound like 
what they are  

buzz, hiss, crunch, pop 

Allusion Making reference to 
something the reader 
should know about a 
historical event or 
person 

Many allusions are made 
in Romeo and Juliet to 
Cupid, Greek Gods and 
the Bible. 

Symbol A person, place, activity 
or object that stands for 
something else 

Dove is a symbol for 
peace.  Flag is a symbol 
of a nation. 

Idiom Expression that has a 
different meaning than 
what the words say 

Hit the road means to 
leave.  

Parable A short story that 
teaches a lesson (fable) 

The turtle and the rabbit 
raced.  The turtle won 
because the rabbit took a 
nap during the race. The 
rabbit was too confident 
about winning. 
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Specific Language 

Term   Explanation 

Word choice The creative selection of terms to relay the meaning to the reader. 

 

Mood/tone The feeling or atmosphere that the writer creates for the reader.    Imagery, 
dialogue, foreshadowing and setting help to set the mood of the writing.  Is it 
serious? Sad? Happy? 

 

Theme The lesson that the author is trying to teach the reader – the theme may or may 
not be directly stated. 

 

Static character Character remains the same. 

 

 

Dynamic character        Character changes as the plot unfolds. 

 

 

Characterization Techniques that writers use to develop characters 

 

Examples 

● Physical appearance 

● Thoughts and feelings  happy, depressed, excited, nervous, etc… 

● Attitudes of others  help to develop the character 

● Connotation attitudes or feelings associated with the word  

➢ Enthusiastic – positive  

➢ Rowdy- negative 

• Denotation literal meaning of the word(dictionary definition)  
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Incoming Grade 11- Advanced 

Summer Reading Assignment: Flight by Sherman Alexie 

Along with The Bean Trees, you will also read the novel Flight by Sherman 

Alexie.  Review these questions before reading the novel, and take notes while 

you’re reading to use for support in your answers.  Your thoughtful answers to the 

following 4 questions should each be about a page long, double spaced, and 

include evidence from the text. When you return to school, you will complete a 

project using your summer reading texts, so be sure to read them fully. 

1.  Clearly the main character often uses filthy language.  Consider the abuse 
he has suffered in his life from people that he trusts and explain how his 
language functions as a defense mechanism against those who care for him 
(even when he embodies other characters). 

2. While reading this novel, think about genre beyond the category of fiction. 
When Zits wakes up as another person, does the novel become fantasy? 
Horror?  Science fiction?  When he wakes up in historical events does it 
become historical fiction?  After you’ve finished the novel, create a genre 
for it, or explain how it fits into a well-known literary genre. 

3. What ties the people that Zits becomes together?  History?  Lifestyles? 
Themes of good versus evil?  How do these stories begin to create lessons 
and become a coherent message for Zits about vengeance, power and 
brutality?  What does Zits learn from each of them? 

4. What message does this novel send about Native American culture, history 
and ideas of the future?  Is it a message of blame?  Of accountability or one 
of a convoluted history?  How does this relate to native American messages 
in The Bean Trees? 

Please note: 

Flight contains scenes with profanity and violence that can be perceived as offensive; however, the language and 
content are relevant to the themes of the text and help to render a realistic portrayal of the main character's life. An 
alternative novel is available, by written request.  
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Incoming AP Literature and Composition Students, 2017-2018: 
Summer Reading Assignments 

 
You will have two (2) books to read over the summer with accompanying assignments. The 

assignments will be completed and submitted using Google Classroom. Please continue 

reading… 

 

Book 1: How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 

Please refer to the assignment handout for HTRLLAP. Your summer reading assignment should 

be completed on Google Docs and submitted on your NEW Google Classroom AP Literature 

page. You will have ten prompts to complete. 

 

Book 2: The Yellow Birds by Kevin Powers 

Open response questions (2-3 paragraphs) for The Yellow Birds will be released beginning the 

week of July 30-August 5. Prompts will be released on Sunday, and you will have until Friday to 

complete the assignments. There are eleven (11) chapters in The Yellow Birds, and you will be 

responsible for two (2) chapters a week until school begins. Please continuously check Google 

Classroom and your NEW REMIND APP classes to secure information about the open 

response posts.  

Schedule: 

All Chapters Due by August 27 

Joining Codes for 2017-2018: 
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Remind - @g9dgh9 

Google Classroom - njm4q0 
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