Politics: B-P Reacts

B-P Spirit
Dear Mr. Editor,

Dear Mr. Editor,

America has spoken. After a tiresome election cycle, numerous scandals,
and undoubtedly the greatest political upset in American history, Donald
Trump is our president: for better or for worse. Being a Trump supporter myself,
I will never forget watching the results come on that late Tuesday night and
witnessing the unexpected actually coming true: a wake-up call so desperately
needed in our country. For those concerned with Trump’s victory, I can
empathize with your frustration, and I offer these points to dwell on.
Since the president’s victory, Trump has softened his tone and demeanor from
that of the campaign trail, which was many people’s main concern. He has
refrained greatly from talking about the wall and deporting illegal immigrants,
even going on to call both Hillary and Bill Clinton “good people” in a 60
Minutes interview and retracting his claims to assign a special prosecutor to the
Democratic nominee.
In fact, Trump has received calls from numerous world leaders, most
notably Russian President Vladimir Putin, who wishes to renormalize the
current poor Russian-American relations. The president-elect had a historic
meeting with President Obama at the White House where the two shone with
absolute humility the entire visit. Trump also managed to convince the Carrier
Corporation to keep its Indiana factory jobs, and he has also begun re-touring
the country to thank his supporters, a rare thing for a president-elect to do just a
few weeks after their election.
If the above has failed in quelling your dissent with the president-elect,
at least take solace in the fact that we are able to choose our own leaders,
and that they will not lead us forever. The Democrats have a lot of work to do
before the 2020 election, as they must analyze how they failed to reach so
many voters this cycle and rebuild their now fractured party. In all, the 2016
election results are an affirmation that the people within our country have a
true right to change, and it is under President Donald J. Trump that that change
will occur.

There are several reasons that you should be livid that Donald Trump was
chosen by the Electoral College to be the new President of the United States.
Without even talking about why he shouldn’t be president I should point out
that there’s no reason that he should. He has zero experience in the military or
the government, and yet he will be the figure head of both. He has frequently
insulted anyone who has brought any form of opposition to him based on
primarily appearance and will now need to keep a level head during important
delegations and dealings with the heads of other countries. He has consistently
changed his mind on issue after issue after issue. Even his platform of being
a great self-made businessman has no actual relevance when you take into
account that he: 1.) was given a loan of a MILLION dollars as a starting fund
from his father, and 2.) has STILL been bankrupt 4 times! There’s no rational
reason he would be a good pick for leader of this country.
And then there are all the reasons he shouldn’t be the leader. Trump has
on more than one occasion said that he would force the US military to commit
war crimes such as retaliatory killings and torture of the families of Muslim
extremists. Politifact, an award winning, non-partisan, fact checking website,
has found Trump to tell the full truth in only 4% of his statements. Regardless
of being true or not, the language Trump uses is comparable to that of a fifth
grader. His statements have often been bigoted and sexist. He has been
accused of sexual harassment and has said awful degrading things to and
about women on multiple occasions and now he will lead a country that is 51%
female. He has said awful, terrible things about Mexicans, the disabled, Latinos,
Jews, African Americans, and Muslims.
Finally there is the final straw: president Trump will be the face of America
to all of our allies and enemies. Leaders from Canada, Turkey, Britain (both
Queen and Prime Minister), France, Mexico, Egypt, Germany, Scotland, Israel,
and more have denounced openly or viciously criticized Trump. Britain’s
Parliament even seriously considered banning the man completely from
entering the country after more than 500,000 civilians backed the idea. Trump
is a bigoted, selfish, stupid oaf who may not actually understand government
and he will now be our most powerful governmental representative. That
should terrify anyone reading this, including you Mr. Editor. It sure terrifies me.

Sincerely,
Jack Knowlton
B-P Senior

Sincerely,
Samuel Figlock
B-P Senior
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What’s New

B-P Spirit
When Life Hands You Lemons…
By Michael Medeiros

During the Wednesday through Friday of the 2016 Spirit Week, HOSA ran the
lemon challenge. After interviewing Mrs. Brett, I learned that the challenge was
inspired by a challenge of the same name that our HOSA group witnessed at the
2016 Nationals competition in Nashville, Tennessee. She also stated that, “the BP
version of the challenge was put together by Emma Nivison, a Bio-Tech junior.”
The challenge went as follows: a participant either paid a dollar to chow down
on a lemon wedge or someone could nominate another student for 2 dollars.
The nominee then paid a dollar to accept the challenge or the person who
nominated them could pay it forward and make it certain the nominated person
took the challenge.
The lemon challenge raised a total of $1,000.14. The funds were then
donated to the Devin Laubi Foundation. The foundation was chosen not only
because it was a local foundation, but also because Devin Laubi, who passed
away in 2003, was a family-friend of BP’s own Mrs. Travis. According to their
website, the foundation, “provides financial assistance to families of children with
cancer. We were founded in 2004 and have helped many families in southeastern
Massachusetts, throughout New England and across the United States.” Mrs. Brett
assured me that HOSA has future plans to do the challenge every year.

Induction of the Highest Caliber
By Natalie Bulcamino

Over the term, two of the most prestigious clubs had their inductions:
National Honor Society and National Technical Honor Society. On November 8th
of 2016, the 26 students— 9 Seniors, 16 Juniors and 1 Sophomore, were welcomed
into the National Honor Society, which is run by the English teacher, Mrs.
Tuccinardi. It was a candle lit ceremony, where Mrs. Sullivan spoke, as did Mrs.
Tuccinardi. These students were among many who had applied, but their GPA,
Community Service, Leadership and Character qualities made them outshine the
other applicants. We are honored to have Michael Osbourne as the President,
with Jonathan McLaughlin as the Vice President, and Nicole Almeida as the
Historian, and Hannah Underwood as the Secretary who keeps them all in check.
On December 1st, the NTHS had their ceremony, and inducted their 47 new
members. These applicants were decided based on knowledge, leadership, skill,
honesty,and responsibility. We all are proud of you, and congrats on everyone
who was inducted into NHS and NTHS.
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The Two Newest Parking Lots
By Jackie Charbonneau

Parking is a very important issue here
at BP, where students often drive themselves
to school. As has been announced over the
loudspeaker, there are two new parking lots in
the back of the school. The first one--that has
opened recently--is for students to use. It has
brings 172 parking spaces, on top of replacing
the ones that have been lost due to the new
childcare building. This excess in parking spaces ensures that juniors and seniors will always
have a spot to park, and thus removes the
need for assigning numbers. As Mrs. Sullivan,
whom I interviewed recently, put nicely, “It is
incentive to arrive earlier to school.” The second parking lot will also eventually be used for
students, however it will only be opened when
the other parking spots have run out. Together,
these parking lots add enough parking spots
for an ever growing population as our school
constantly expands.
The reason that this parking lot--which
was started last year--has taken so long is that
it is largely placed on wetlands, which require
special permits. Addressing some students
concerns about safety, speed bumps as well
as teachers monitoring the parking lot are still
the main measures in place. For students wondering about how this parking lot was funded,
rest assured that it does not come out of any
budgets relating to your education, as that
is not even allowed. These two new parking
lots are going to generate more than enough
parking spots for everyone who drives, which is
certainly needed at BP.

Calling All Robotic
Engineers
By Jackie Charbonneau
Recently, I set up an
interview with Makalya
Barbosa, a freshman in
B-P’s Robotics Club. Every
Monday after school--and
sometimes more often,
if there is an emergency--around fourteen members of B-P’s newest club
meet in Metal Fabrication,
with their adviser Mr. Bredberg. At the beginning of
each month, the teacher
will set out the agenda,
which involves building
robots, competing, and
even other aspects, such
as public relations.
Everyone has their job
to do, and, as they have
a competition in six weeks,
these students are working hard. Barbosa gives
a glowing review for the
Robotics Club, mentioning
that their members are all
very close and that it is a
great experience to get
involved with. If you like
building things, or even
just want to find a closeknit group to join--you are
welcome to join; no prior
knowledge of Robotics is
required.
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B-P Spirit

Fundraising

Bristol-Plymouth and the Christmas Spirit

Doing Good Makes the World Go Round

This past holiday season, the Bristol-Plymouth student
council held a toy drive for homeless and low- income
families in Taunton. Tags were set up on the Christmas tree
near reception identifying what various children wanted for
Christmas Children of all ages were included. Bristol-Plymouth
donated over one hundred gifts including mittens, hats, sports
equipment, board games, and educational toys.
On top of that, Mrs. Travis, along with the B-P Community
Service Club, led B-P in a toy drive for JRI Foster Care &
Adoption in Berkley. Children of all ages received gifts from
their Christmas lists given to those sponsoring them. B-P then
banned together as classes, shops, and teams to raise money.
Amazingly, the average amount spent on a child was fifty
dollars. Mrs. Travis was happy to report that this was our biggest
year for the drive as 35 teachers, shops, and clubs participated.
The gifts included socks, sneakers, teddy bears, video games,
sports equipment, and dolls and accessories. These charitable
actions are just more evidence as to what can happen when
our community comes together as one.

December is a busy period for students and faculty here at
Bristol-Plymouth. From preparing students for work over the break,
mid-terms/finals after the break, senior projects, and getting the
freshmen through the shops in order for final placement, everyone
is bustling around. Not only that, but students are also trying their
best to spread cheer and prosperity to everyone, from BPA’s
MassPass fundraising, photos with Santa, and Candygram selling.
The Community Service Club advisor, Mrs. Travis, did most of
the planning for the Candygrams and the Santa photos, and it
was decided the profit from those events would go to a B-P family
in need. The Candygrams were sold for $1 a piece and about
$275 was raised from that and $350 from with Photos with Santa,
which cost $2 per student in the photo. In the end, around $600
was able to be donated to the family.
Business Professionals of America members sold MassPass
books for $25 a piece, in order to raise money to get discounted
from their tickets to States. Most students did well and were able
to sell at least one book, some sold more than others, and in the
end over 140 copies were sold, raising over $4,500. Overviewing
all of what the students did, I think this season of fundraising was a
success.

By: Gerry Belmosto
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By Natalie Bulcamino
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Miscellanious

B-P C-H-E-E-R
By Michael Medeiros

The BP Cheerleaders are some of the most active members of the BP Family. First off, the
team trains Tuesday through Friday until 5pm every week. They are permitted to take Mondays
off, but are able to take an extra tumbling class if they choose. For games and competitions, the
team practices for 2 hours prior to the event. Along with that, the cheerleaders participate in crosstraining activities such as yoga, kickboxing, or simple push-ups. The accomplishments of the team
are not in short supply.
The team is placed in Division 2 due to the size of our school. This placement in D2 poses a
challenge to them, but they meet it with great admiration and are able to come out successful. The
team came in 2nd place at the league championships by .5 points at the hosting school, Tri-County.
At the UCA Westfield State competition, they came in 1st in both the Cheer and Extreme contests
out of the 15 competing teams. Along with their wins, 2 of the cheerleaders were invited to go back
to UCA and 6 were named UCA All-Americans. The team was also named State Voc. Champions
after beating Shawsheen Valley Voc. by 10 points. The cheerleaders were also named the runner
up of the Division 2 state finals at Tantasqua out of 15 teams. Their placement earned them a bid to
nationals.
In this case, the team is competing in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina from Friday March
17, 2017 to Sunday March 19, 2017. They will compete against several top teams from across the
country. Accomplishments that were not competition based include the fact that the team has the
most seniors ever, 10 in total. Colleges have been scouting for information on some of the seniors
as well. Their future seems quite bright and full of success if their past has anything to say for it.
Compared to other cheer teams across the state and across the country, this group is set apart from
the rest, and are ready to show this at the national competition level. What sets them apart, in
Coach Holst’s personal opinion, is that
they have a desire to achieve beyond the
next level. They have a strong dedication
to the sport, their teammates and their
team as a whole. As a unit they are able
to achieve great success, but none of
this would be possible without the hard
work Mrs. Holst puts in to make sure her
team is ready to achieve. Good luck at
Nationals, B-P Cheer!
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Ask a Senior with Jenna Dusfrene
“How do you find time to do your senior project when you have school and
a part time job? If your project costs money, how do you handle your expenses?”
Your senior project is very important and cannot be put off until the last minute.
An entire year may seem like a long enough time to work on your project but I would
recommend not waiting until the start of senior year to begin working on it. If you think you
know what you want your topic to be for your project during junior year, research it and
see if it’s a topic that you would like to be working on during the duration on senior year.
Students will often wait to do research until a few days before their topic proposals are due
to their shop teachers and that can be a problem because you could be stuck with a topic
you don’t love all year long. Also, be sure to
talk a lot with your shop teacher about what
you’d like to do to be sure it is something they’ll
approve.
Finding time to work on your project can
be very hard. As seniors, you will have school,
after school activities, college applications,
and part time jobs to think about but you can’t
neglect your senior project. Some shops have
allotted time to work on your projects but if you
don’t have that scheduled time in shop, you
can ask your teacher if you can stay after or
come in early to work on it and get help from
them. Your teachers are not your enemy or
people who want you to fail- they are here to
guide you and help you grow and succeed.
If, for some reason, you can’t attend before
or after school help from your shop instructor,
come up with a senior project schedule that
says you will work on your senior project on a
specific day for a certain amount of time (i.e
every Saturday from 8a-10a).
Not all senior projects cost money but certain topics may require you to have to buy
materials or tools. If you know your senior project is going to cost money before you start
building it, try to come up with a budget. Calculate the total cost along with an estimate of
your weekly pay (if you have a part time job) then decide how much you are able to put
toward your project every week. If you work 15 hours a week with $10/hr, you could put $10
toward your project every week and in 12 weeks you will have $120 to invest in materials.
Your senior project counts as a large portion for both your shop and academic grades.
At the end of junior year you will solidify a topic with your shop teacher and complete an
annotated bibliography over the summer. Then you’ll write a proposal and check-ins along
the way to be sure you’re not neglecting your project. Your project can be stressful at times
but if you manage your time, it will become a habit to work on it. Our teachers are here to
help us in any way that they can and want us to ask questions. Don’t be afraid to ask for
help or extra time before or after school.
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They Call Themselves… “The Guardians of the Galaxy”

Beware That Girl Written By: Teresa Toten

Debuting in 2014, Guardians of the Galaxy adds another notch to
the rope that is Marvel’s Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film is directed by
James Gunn who is responsible for the live-action adaptations of ScoobyDoo and Scooby-2: Monsters Unleashed. The film, Guardians of the Galaxy,
follows a group of misfits whose personalities are very unique. One member
of the group is Peter Quill (aka Star-Lord), an interstellar thief jamming out
to 70’s pop who was kidnapped at a young age, not long after the death
of his mother. Another is Gamora, the mean, green assassin who acts as
a double agent against the film’s main antagonist. Following Gamora is
Rocket-Raccoon, a genetically-modified, gun-toting raccoon as the name
would imply. By Rocket’s side is Groot, a humanoid tree with a very limited
vocabulary. Last, but not least there is Drax the Destroyer, an alien with
a thirst for vengeance, but little knowledge of sarcasm. The actors and
actresses that fill the lead roles are Chris Pratt, Zoe Saldana, Bradley Cooper,
Vin Diesel and Dave Bautista respectively. The group’s main goal is to keep
a mystical orb out of the hands of Ronan the Accuser while also scheming
to make some money. Ronan-played by Lee Pace-intends to use the orb to
become the dominant force of the cosmos.
Speaking from personal experience, this movie is deserving of several
viewings because it simply is that good. Compared to the other entries in the
MCU, this one stands out amongst the rest. This picture is able to take several
unique characters from multiple backgrounds and talents and demonstrate
the chemistry between each one of them. Along with that, its running time
of about 2 hours is filled with an extraordinary blend of comedy, drama and
action along with a few musical numbers here and there. Everything this
movie has to offer makes it a must-watch for both comic and ordinary fans
alike.

The girls are from two different worlds. One is named Kate,
and she lost everything she loves and lives under a Chinese
market. Then there’s Olivia who’s always gotten the best of the
best because she’s extremely rich, but what she always wants is
others’ secrets.
The problem is Olivia is sick and needs pills to make it through
the day. As for Kate, she uses her street skills to manipulate Olivia,
so she can get some of her money and get by in the world.
Kate even used a lady of the church to get into a highly touted
Catholic school for the rich even though she’s dirt poor. It works
and Kate gets in too deep with Olivia and Olivia gets too deep
with Kate.
This book is a work of fiction and a mystery. I thought it was
amazing to learn what someone can endure and the different
ways of how people can use the street world to their advantage.
Kate is a common person scrapping her way to the top and Olivia
is the kind of person who lived at the top. So when they meet, you
can guess what happens next. Kate sees things through Olivia’s
eyes, while Kate teaches and distracts Olivia with the way she
lived in the world. The novel does have a love interest, but mainly
it’s about the girls, their lives and a mishap that never should’ve
happened. Those people who love novels with mix-ups and
unexpected turns, this novel would be the perfect read.

By Michael Medeiros
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Book Review by Krystal Martinez
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